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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report sets out details of the Committee’s visit to the London Legacy Development Corporation 

(LLDC) and tour of the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the record of the site visit to the LLDC and tour of the Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park on 10 October 2013. 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Committee received an invitation from the LLDC to have a tour of the Queen Elizabeth Olympic 

Park.  This offer was made in advance of the Committee’s meeting on 22 October at which the 

finances and performance of the LLDC was one of the main agenda items. 

 
 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 

Record of site visit 

4.1 On 10 October 2013 Members of the Committee and Assembly staff were given a tour of the Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park by representatives of the LLDC. 

 Assembly Members: John Biggs (Chair), Joanne McCartney, Darren Johnson; 

 Assembly staff: Steve Wright (Scrutiny Manager), William Roberts (Budget and Performance 

Adviser); and 

 LLDC representatives: Neale Coleman (Deputy Chair), Mark Camley (Director of Park Operations 

and Venues), Roz Collings (Public Affairs Officer). 

4.2 Representatives of the LLDC explained the plans for the development of the South Park, and noted 

that some capital works had been rescheduled during the year to allow a programme of summer 



        

events to take place.  This had incurred some minor extra costs.  Discussions are underway to extend 

the Barclays Cycle Hire scheme to cover the Olympic Park in 2014. 

4.3 The Aquatics Centre is being transformed into a smaller venue, reducing capacity from 17,500 to 

2,500 permanent seats.  Opening is on track for April 2014, and the venue will be operated by 

Greenwich Leisure Limited.  It is expected to operate at a loss, which will be covered by profits 

expected from the Copper Box, which GLL is already operating.  This includes facilities for local 

people, including a gym, football, netball, basketball and other indoor sports.  The London Lions 

basketball and London Great Dane handball teams now play their home matches at the Copper Box. 

4.4 The tour then visited the studios of BT Sport at the former International Broadcast Centre.  BT Sport 

is an anchor tenant of the building which is part of the iCity complex.  Jamie Hindhaugh, Chief 

Operating Officer of BT Sport, explained how BT Sport had taken only 21 weeks to transform the 

building ready to start broadcasting in August.  BT Sport had chosen to broadcast from the Olympic 

Park rather than from Media City in Salford because of the importance of London in attracting staff 

and guests, the good transport connections and the legacy value of the Olympic Park.  Jamie also 

explained that BT Sport had agreements with local colleges to allow students to use the studios and 

equipment for free, and that it had set up an apprenticeship scheme. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
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